Practical Skills – experimental design
report instructions


Write up a short report on your simple system trampling impacts experiment using the IMRaD structure (Introduction, Method, Results, Discussion). 
Recommended word count: 200-300 words, plus figures and 1-3 references (remember to use figure captions properly, to cite them from the text BEFORE placing the figure into the document etc.).
The introduction should briefly say something about the real world process that your experiment is modelling, citing literature if possible (e.g. if you varied the type of trampler, your introduction would summarise what is known about how trampling impacts vary between different causes of trampling, e.g. cows versus sheep versus mountain bikes). (c. 2-4 sentences).  
Your methods should very briefly explain your experimental set up, state your null hypothesis, describe what variables you will record, and summarise how you will analyse the data (you could use a figure or photograph to show the model system set up).  (c. 4 sentences)
Your results should be a sentence or two presenting a graph of your data and a summary statement of your findings (including results of any statistical test you did). (1-2 sentences)
Your discussion should briefly state what you found, and how those findings relate to the real world context you gave in your introduction.  You can then add 1-2 sentences about how you might continue or extend the experiment (e.g. use models of actual animal hooves/shoes to trample, try a wider range of sediment mixtures, grow some cress on the sediment surface to see what effect vegetation has, tilt your petri dish to create a slope… suggest something that will extend your specific study, not just a random choice from the list!).  (2-4 sentences)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Save your report as a separate pdf, ready for uploading.
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