Practical Skills – experimental design – alternative instructions for students unable to attend on campus

If you were unable to attend the practical class, you can still carry out the experiment at home.  If you don’t have access to a digital scale at home, choose an experiment where the measurement being taken is the height/thickness of the sediment (see pilot studies 1 & 2 in the main instructions) – supply your own ruler!  
You should EITHER arrange to pick up supplies from campus:
· Email a member of our technical team to arrange to pick up a set of supplies from the Cohen Building.  None of the supplies are chemically hazardous – use common sense in handling them.  
· When you come to work with the supplies, choose a suitable work surface and if necessary protect it (e.g. put down a bin liner or some newspaper).  
· Make sure you have enough space to work, have collected all your supplies, and have taken reasonable precautions not to spill or disrupt the experiment or damage yourself (e.g. shut cats out of the room, closed the window, tie back hair so it won’t end up full of sand).  
· All the materials provided are pre-washed and safe for handling without gloves, but if you have sensory issues or sore hands you might want to wear kitchen gloves.
· When you have finished, clear up responsibly.  Dispose of spare sediment into the domestic waste stream (or into a handy flowerbed or keep for later use).  They can alternatively be returned to the department for reuse/recycling
OR acquire equivalent supplies from a grocery shop.
· You will need:
· Mint imperials (or a similar hard, encased boiled candy) to act as gravel
· Demerara sugar (or as coarse a grade of sugar as available) to act as sand
· Plastic cups (or use a (cheap! Not the best crystal) drinking glass) to replace the plastic cup provided
· The plastic lid from a pringles can or a well washed and dried jar lid from the recycling (choose a lid with vertical sides and minimal overhang) to replace the petri dish
· Newspaper, a bin bag or a tray to protect your work surface
· A standard school pencil to act as a trampler
Don’t eat any product you’ve been handling for the practical, and ensure that you clear up thoroughly.

Once you have your supplies, turn to the handout provided and complete the practical activities.
As usual, email me if you have any questions! 
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