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Check that your balance is clean and dry, and place it on a stable, flat surface.
Plug it in and turn it on at the socket.
Turn on the balance and allow the readout to settle.  If it shows any value other than 0.00, you need to tare the balance – reset it to zero.  Press the button marked T or tare – your balance should now read zero.
There are two methods of weighing an amount of soil into a container using the balance.
Method 1 – 
· weigh the empty container, note the weight (W1)
· Add some sample. Record the new weight of the container plus the sample (W2).
· Calculate W2 – W1 to get the weight of sample added.
One advantage of this method is that you can identify the container (e.g. crucible) by emptying it and weighing it after the analysis if the label went missing…
Method 2 –
· Place the empty container on the balance
· Press the tare button, so that the balance shows 0.00
· Add some sample to the container – the weight showing on the balance is the weight of the sample.
IMPORTANT USAGE TIPS:
· Balances are sensitive – they have to be to weigh substances accurately.  Leaning on the bench or walking past can cause the reading to change.  Try to place your balance in the most stable location, and don’t lean on that section of bench whilst weighing.
· Never place substances directly on the weighing pan – use a piece of paper or weighing container, and tare the balance to discount its weight.
· If your sample is messy or your container small, remove the container from the balance, then add sample.  This reduces the risk of spilling sample on the balance.
· Do not put a wet container on the balance – the weight will not accurately measure the material INSIDE the container, and the moisture can potentially damage the balance pan.
· Treat the balance gently – don’t bang it around, drop it, shake it or drop things onto it.
· Clean up any spills immediately.
· Report any problems to the class staff or technicians.
