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BEFORE STARTING, PLEASE:
· ENSURE BENCHES ARE CLEAR OF COATS AND BAGS
· WEAR A LAB COAT
· REMEMBER THAT DRINKS & FOOD ARE NOT ALLOWED IN THE LAB
· ENSURE THAT BALANCES ARE ZEROED BEFORE EACH MEASUREMENT

This method is used as an estimate of organic matter content. It involves the use of a furnace to burn off the organic matter in a soil/sediment sample, and the resulting weight loss is calculated as a percentage of the weight of the original sample. 
The procedure is as follows:
· For each oven-dry sediment sub-sample, weigh a porcelain crucible (to one decimal place) and record the weight.   Also record the label that is already visible on the crucible - do not label the crucibles themselves as the labels may not survive the furnace, but in order to be able to recognise samples note ALL of the numbers/symbols scratched or painted onto the side (because some crucibles may have some of the same markings on them).
· Into this put 2-3g of fine oven-dry sediment and record the actual weight of the crucible plus the sediment (to two decimal places).
· The technical staff will place the samples in a furnace at 850°C for 30 minutes, and after ignition the samples will be removed and allowed to cool.
· After cooling for 15 minutes, re-weigh and hence determine the weight loss on ignition.
· Calculate the percentage loss on ignition (to one decimal place) as follows:
% organic content = (weight loss during ignition / weight of original sample) x 100
NOTE: you may need to leave your samples in the furnace and get the results emailed to you after the class session.
When you’re sure you’ve recorded the weight after ignition, pour the samples into the blue plastic bin, then wash the crucibles under a tap and place on the drainer.

BEFORE LEAVING, PLEASE:

· WASH EQUIPMENT AND LEAVE TO DRAIN
· WIPE BENCHES
· EMPTY USED SAMPLES INTO BLUE PLASTIC BIN
· RETAIN UNUSED SAMPLES
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